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Boi se, |daho 83705

Sept enmber 11, 1998
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To: State Directors
From Director, Ofice of Fire and Aviation
Subj ect : Nat i onal Award, AExcellence in Ecosystem Managenent( DD: 10/ 31/ 98

Fire is a natural process which is fundamentally significant to al nost every
ecosystem benefiting people, property and natural resources. The National
Ofice of Fire and Aviation has sponsored an award to recogni ze Bureau

i ndi vi dual s, groups or units that have substantially advanced prescribed
burning as a tool critical to achieving healthy ecosystens. This award
focuses on | eadership in prescribed fire.

Encl osed you will find a docunment entitled ANational Fire and Aviation
Managenent Award for Excellence Using Prescribed Fire in Ecosystem
Managenent. @ This docunment describes the award, nomi nation process,

eval uation criteria and selection panel. The states need to have nom nati ons
to the Director, Ofice of Fire and Aviation, by Cctober 31 in order to
qualify for consideration. The final selection will be made by m d- Novenber.

The award will be presented at the National Fire and Aviation Conference to an
i ndi vidual or the unit supervisor.

If you have any questions, please contact Phil Range at 208-387-5555.

Si gned by: Aut henti cated by:
Lester K. Rosenkrance Pat Lew s
Director, Ofice of Fire and Aviation Supervi sory Mygm . Asst.
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NATI ONAL PRESCRI BED FI RE AWARD

AWARD NAME: AEXCELLENCE | N ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT(

PURPCSE: Fire is an ecol ogical process which is significant to nost
ecosystens. Its effect on ecological systens is dramatic; its role is to

mai ntain, restore, or achieve desired future conditions, and to protect life,
property and ecosystem val ues that woul d be degraded by wildfire. The award
categories are for individuals, groups, or units that have substantially
advanced the use of prescribed fire as a tool critical to achieving |and
health for the BLM This award recogni zes an individual, group, or unit that
has made significant contributions in support of prescribed fire for the
health of the land. These awards for AAcconplishnments and/or Support@ will
focus on excell ence pronmoting prescribed fire.

Acconpl i shnment Award will recogni ze acconplishrments in | eadership in nmanagi ng,
pl anni ng, inplenenting and nonitoring a prescribed fire program or project
that neets the evaluation criteria.

Support Award will recognize acconplishments for providing | eadership in the
areas of science, education, partnership, or an exceptional contribution to
advanci ng prescribed fire use that neets the evaluation criteria.

Frequency: Either the individual or unit may be honored, or both, and this
award will be presented annually. The award(s) will be presented at the
Nati onal Fire and Aviation Conference and will consist of a plaque and/or a
nonet ary awar d.

Nom nations: Each State Ofice may subnit nominations to the Ofice of Fire
and Avi ation by Cctober 31 of each year. Project nom nation(s) should include
a one page narrative describing prescribed fire acconplishments and an

expl anati on of how these actions contributed to protecting and inproving
natural resources to neet |and nanagement objectives.

SELECTI ON:  The sel ection of the best candidate(s)/group(s) will be made by an
awards conmttee consisting of a representative of the Director, Ofice of
Fire and Aviation, a Field Manager and a nationally recogni zed prescribed fire
specialist. The selected individual (s)/unit(s) nanes will be forwarded to the
Director of the BLM by the Director of the Ofice of Fire and Aviation for

Nati onal recognition.
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EVALUATI ON CRI TERI A:

Nom nations will be evaluated on six enphasis categories. (Not all categories
will be appropriate for all nom nations.)

Each nomi nation will be evaluated against the following criteria. Nomnations
shoul d address each criterion separately, linmted to one half page for each of

the six criteria. Nominations should include a brief description of the
prescribed fire programor project and acconplishnents. They shoul d
particul arly address each of the following criteria:

1. Interaction with ecosystem objectives through denonstrated prescribed
fire use.

oj ective: Develop and inplenment Managenent Ignited Prescribed Fire
and/or Prescribed Natural Fire to sustain and restore ecosystens in
support of |and managenent objecti ves.

Criteria: Conplexity; cost efficiency/effectiveness; fire history
(natural fire regine, site-specific resource benefit; natural range of
variability); utilization of nanagenent ignited fire where approved.
Restores or pronotes native diversity and integrity of biologica
conmuni ties through fire:s natural role.

2. Program Suppor t

bj ective: Provide | eadership for prescribed fire progran(s) in support
of ecosystem nmanagenent through internal and external publics.

Criteri a: Leadershi p, training, nmonitoring, technical, specialist
support encouragi ng public participation in fire (planning,

i mpl ementation and nonitoring). Fostering know edge of fire
interrel ati onship and ecosystem heal t h.

3. Prescribed fire in support of ecosystem managenent: |andscape, habit at
and recl amati on scal es.

nj ective: Unique use of prescribed fire or continuing excellence in
prescribed fire |l andscape scale treatnments, urban/w ldland interface
hazard reduction, conplex snoke managenent, conflicting needs of

t hr eat ened, endangered, or sensitive speci es.

Criteria: Fire history (natural fire reginme, natural range of
variability), non-traditional/innovative partnerships/public

i nvol venent / awar eness/ accept ance, site-specific resource benefit,

proj ect/program excellence in all stages of planning, inplenentation and
noni t ori ng.
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Urban Interface

oj ective: Inplenent prescribed fire for urban interface wildfire
protection through managenment practices that support |and managenent
obj ecti ves.

Criteria: Risk (assessnent/reduction); public involvenent/awareness;
accept ance; education, cost effectiveness; efficiency; partnerships;
long termeffective benefits; project; programexcellence in all stages
(pl anni ng, inplenentation, nmonitoring).

Uni que Prescribed Fire Acconplishnents

nj ective: Develop and further prescribed fire expertise and capability
for advanci ng excellence in prescribed fire use.

Criteria: Activity fuels; long-termprescribed fire acconplishment;
recogni tion of past and continuing innovative/ progressive/beneficia
prescribed fire excellence; and project/programexcellence in al

stages. Using non-fire personnel and projects that cross jurisdictiona
or ownershi p boundari es.

Publ i ¢ Educati on

oj ective: Devel op and inplenment ongoi ng public education
(internal/external in all applicable age groups) program about the
positive role of fire in support of ecosystem managenent and the
negati ve consequences of fire exclusion. Gain public acceptance for the
use of prescribed fire in support of ecosystem nanagemnent.

Criteria: Provide significant support to prescribed fire progranms in
support of ecosystem nmanagenent.
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